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For centuries John Milton, author of Paradise Lost and many
other poetic works, and of radical pamphlets on free speech,
divorce and political rights, has emerged from biographies as a
woman-hating domestic tyrant or a saintly blind man. But, as
Anna Beer shows, his personal life was just as rich and complex
as his professional one. By close and groundbreaking analysis of
Milton's careful editing of his own life, his wider family's affairs,
the records of his government work, and the history of England
during one of its most tumultuous periods of social and cultural
life, Beer brings both the poet and his period to vivid life. In 1906,



having been assigned Izaak Walton's Life of Donne to read for his
English class, a Harvard freshman heard a lecture on the long
disparaged 'metaphysical' poets. Years later, when an
appreciation of these poets was considered a consummate mark
of a modernist sensibility, T. S. Eliot was routinely credited with
having 'discovered' Donne himself. John Donne in the Nineteenth
Century tracks the myriad ways in which 'Donne' was lodged in
literary culture in the Romantic and Victorian periods. The early
chapters document a first revival of interest when Walton's Life
was said to be 'in the hands of every reader'; they explore what
Wordsworth and Coleridge contributed to the conditions for the
1839 publication of the only edition ever called The Works, which
reprinted the sermons of 'Dr Donne'. Later chapters trace a
second revival, when admirers of the biography, turning to the
prose letters and the poems to supplement Walton, discovered
that his hero's writings entail the sorts of controversial issues that
are raised by Browning, by the 'fleshly school' of poets, and by
self-consciously 'decadent' writers of the fin de siècle. The final
chapters treat the spread of the academic study of Donne from
Harvard, where already in the 1880s he was the anchor of the
seventeenth-century course, to other institutions and beyond the
academy, showing that Donne's status as a writer eclipsed his
importance as the subject of Walton's narrative, which Leslie
Stephen facetiously called 'the masterpiece of English biography'.
A comprehensive selection of Donne's works which contains, in
addition to the poems, excerpts from all the prose writings,
among them relatively unfamiliar items such as Donne's private
letters, his comic onslaught on the Jesuits Ignatius His Conclave
and his defense of suicide Biathanatos. Over 130 excerpts from
the sermons are drawn from all 16 years of Donne's preaching
career, culminating in the full text of his last sermon Death's duel.
In the introduction, editor John Carey, author of the acclaimed
critical biography John Donne: Life, mind and art locates Donne's
writing in its turbulent social and historical context. These two



volumes comprise a biography of John Donne, Dean of St. Paul’s
and metaphysical poet. These volumes cover his tumultuous
career in parliament, his writings and patronages, his marriage
and his career with the Church of England. John Donne is now a
strong candidate for the most popular Renaissance writer after
Shakespeare. What lies behind this longstanding and increasing
popularity? Paying tribute to the living vitality of Donne's literary
voice, and the kaleidoscope of social detail embedded in his
writings, Richard Sugg offers a vibrant engagement with the
author's work, life and times. He argues that Donne's fiercely
original mind produced remarkable and challenging new images
of selfhood, love, friendship, and of a natural world marked by the
unstable movement from religion to early science. As this
suggests, much of Donne's continuing appeal derives from his
ability to look forward to recognisably modern attitudes. At the
same time, though, to fully appreciate Donne's life and writing it
is necessary to comprehend the strangeness of his social and
intellectual world: the peculiar mixture of splendour, violence and
suffering which spilled across his path in the streets, theatres and
churches of seventeenth-century London, and the attitudes and
ideologies expressed within them. Richard Sugg carefully places
Donne's poetry and prose in their religious and cultural context,
thereby helping the reader to gain a fuller and subtler
understanding of his work. He also provides a detailed overview
of the current state of critical and theoretical debate.
Approachable and lucid, this is a valuable introduction to one of
the most enduring and widely-studied Renaissance authors. It is
essential reading for anyone who wishes to engage with the
distinctive questions surrounding both John Donne's writings and
the Renaissance world in general. These two volumes comprise a
biography of John Donne, Dean of St. Paul’s and metaphysical
poet. These volumes cover his tumultuous career in parliament,
his writings and patronages, his marriage and his career with the
Church of England. These two volumes comprise a biography of



John Donne, Dean of St. Paul’s and metaphysical poet. These
volumes cover his tumultuous career in parliament, his writings
and patronages, his marriage and his career with the Church of
England. John Donne's life story is inextricably tied up with the
fabric of a society in the throes of religious persecution. In his
biography of Donne, John Stubbs chronicles not only a long and
bitter sectarian conflict, but also the love story of a young couple
who broke the rules of their society, and paid the ultimate price.
John Donne is best known as England's poet of love -- but he was
much else besides. He was also a peerless writer of the spiritual
journey, a stalwart churchman, and a great preacher. Yet behind
this famed public face there also lived a lesser known tortured
and contradictory figure. This extraordinary biography paints a
compelling new portrait of Donne as a man of both spirit and
flesh. David Edwards ranges across all of Donne's writings,
including critically neglected sermons, using them to illuminate
Donne's life and vice versa. Itself a masterpiece of writing, this
book challenges common views with wit and a critical compassion
that does not fail to let Donne speak to readers in his own words.
These poems are done by 17th-century writers who devised a new
form of poetry full of wit, intellect and grace, which we now call
Metaphysical poetry. They wrote about their deepest religious
feelings and their carnal pleasures in a way that was radically
new and challenging to their readers. Their work was largely
misunderstood or ignored for two centuries, until 20th-century
critics rediscovered it. John Donne is best known as a poet of live,
brilliantly able to recreate a man's experience of emotions and
realities. But he is also a poet of the spiritual journey. His
religious poems speak of shame, fear and self-concious
complexity and doubt, but his sermons can soar into a word-music
seldom equalled, or can condense theology into epigrams as witty
as those which date from his youthful lusts. He fascinates because
he is a man battered by sex - and by God. David Edwards has
written an extremely readable book which ranges over all Donne's



poetry and prose, and relates the literature to what is known or
probable about his life. He takes twentieth-century research and
criticism into careful account but aims to provide more than a
detailed examination of a limited part of the subject. He is not
sentimental about Donne's faults and limitations, and he does not
try to sound superior to either the poet or the preacher. His aim
is to achieve a portrait of a living man, a man who both suffered
and gloried in his experience of flesh and spirit. David L. Edwards
retired as Provost of Southwark Cathedral in 1994. He was
formerly a fellow of All Souls College, Oxford, Editor of the SCM
Press, Dean of King's College, Cambridge, and a Canon of
Westminster Abbey and the Speaker's Chaplain in the House of
Commons. No poet has been more wilfully contradictory than
John Donne, whose works forge unforgettable connections
between extremes of passion and mental energy. From satire to
tender elegy, from sacred devotion to lust, he conveys an
astonishing range of emotions and poetic moods. Constant in his
work, however, is an intensity of feeling and expression and
complexity of argument that is as evident in religious meditations
such as 'Good Friday 1613. Riding Westward' as it is in secular
love poems such as 'The Sun Rising' or 'The Flea'. 'The intricacy
and subtlety of his imagination are the length and depth of the
furrow made by his passion,' wrote Yeats, pinpointing the unique
genius of a poet who combined ardour and intellect in equal
measure. Presents a critical analysis of some of the works of John
Donne with a short biography. Publisher description Offers a
biography of the nineteenth century poet, offering insights into
the details of his early life in London, the torments that affected
him, and the imaginative sources of his works. John Donne's life
story is inextricably tied up with the fabric of a society in the
throes of religious persecution. His family had long been subject
to the terror inflicted upon Catholics under the reign of Elizabeth
I, and while his brother languished in prison, and his mother and
uncles fled to exile in Europe, Donne was consumed by the



question of his own faith and by trying to figure out what it is that
connects human beings - and keeps them apart. In his biography
of Donne, John Stubbs chronicles not only a long and bitter
sectarian conflict, but also the love story of a young couple who
broke the rules of their society, and paid the ultimate price. From
the raucous streets of late sixteenth-century London to the
personal and political intrigues of Donne's family and public life,
from the horrors of the Reformation to the delight of Donne's
poetry, John Stubbs' book is a vivid, dazzling biography of an
extraordinary man, as well as a compelling portrait of England at
a time of bewildering transformation.. This anthology comprises
approximately 1000 extracts, 800 of which are prose from the
writings of John Donne. An extended introduction considers the
complex and contradictory character of John Donne, the
wellspring of his literary genius. John Donne: In the Shadow of
Religion explores the life of one of the most significant figures of
the English Renaissance. The book not only provides an overview
of Donne’s life and work, but connects his writing and thinking to
the ideas, institutions, and networks that influenced him. The
book shows how Donne’s faith underpinned his career, from
aspirational courtier to phenomenally successful clergyman and
preacher, when he became dean of St. Paul’s Cathedral. Donne
emerges as a figure obsessed with himself, tormented by the fear
that his transgressions may have condemned him to eternal
damnation. This fine new account uses Donne’s correspondence,
writing, and poetry to give a rounded portrait of a bold,
experimental thinker, who was never afraid of taking risks that
few others would have countenanced. A critique of the
seventeenth-century British poet highlights his religious beliefs,
writings, and major philosophical concerns Ann More and her
four sisters have been brought up in the beautiful country house
of Loseley, near Guildford in Surrey, by their grandparents, Sir
William and the Lady Margaret More. Their only brother, Robert,
lives with his pompous father and shrewish step-mother nearby.



But though the sisters are close, it is Ann who is the most unusual
in character. Wilful, argumentative, challenging and fiery, she is
handsome rather than beautiful, and has an indomitable spirit. It
is this that endears her to her grandfather, who encourages her
learning and lets her loose in his well-stocked library to browse
the volumes of Latin and Greek. Once her favourite sister Bett is
married, Ann is sent to live in York House in London, where her
uncle is Lord Keeper of the Seal. Ann knows her father is
endeavouring to find her a match in marriage, and she is to be
presented at the Court of Queen Elizabeth yet the journey past
Nonsuch Palace, through Southwark, the city gates spiked with
the heads of recent traitors and across the shining river proves
unimaginably exciting. Soon, Ann is quite at home at York House,
and there, in the company of her young cousin, she meets the
poet John Donne, a man older and wiser than her, whose verse
and character she just cannot resist. Rich in period detail, vivid in
description and character, THE LADY AND THE POET is an
utterly irresistible, compelling historical novel. It is, above all, the
passionate story of the love match between one of the most
famous poets of all time, and his young bride. "St Paul's cathedral
stands like a cornered beast on Ludgate hill, taking deep breaths
above the smoke. The fire has made terrifying progress in the
night and is closing in on the ancient monument from three
directions. Built of massive stones, the cathedral is held to be
invincible, but suddenly Pegge sees what the flames covet: the
two hundred and fifty feet of scaffolding erected around the
broken tower. Once the flames have a foothold on the wooden
scaffolds, they can jump to the lead roof, and once the timbers
burn and the vaulting cracks, the cathedral will be toppled by its
own mass, a royal bear brought down by common dogs." (p.9) It is
the Great Fire of 1666. The imposing edifice of St. Paul's
Cathedral, a landmark of London since the twelfth century, is
being reduced to rubble by the flames that engulf the City. In the
holocaust, Pegge and a small group of men struggle to save the



effigy of her father, John Donne, famous love poet and the great
Dean of St. Paul's. Making their way through the heat and
confusion of the streets, they arrive at Paul's wharf. Pegge's
husband, William Bowles, anxiously scans the wretched scene,
suddenly realizing why Pegge has asked him to meet her at this
desperate spot. The story behind this dramatic rescue begins
forty years before the fire. Pegge Donne is still a rebellious girl,
already too clever for a world that values learning only in men,
when her father begins arranging marriages for his five
daughters, including Pegge. Pegge, however, is desperate to taste
the all-consuming desire that led to her parents' clandestine
marriage, notorious throughout England for shattering social
convention and for inspiring some of the most erotic and profound
poetry ever written. She sets out to win the love of Izaak Walton,
a man infatuated with her older sister. Stung by Walton's
rejection and jealous of her physically mature sisters, the boyish
Pegge becomes convinced that it is her own father who knows the
secret of love. She collects his poems, hoping to piece together
her parents' history, searching for some connection to the mother
she barely knew. Intertwined with Pegge's compelling voice are
those of Ann More and John Donne, telling us of the courtship
that inspired some of the world's greatest poetry of love and
physical longing. Donne's seduction leads Ann to abandon social
convention, risk her father's certain wrath, and elope with Donne.
It is the undoing of his career and the two are left to struggle in a
marriage that leads to her death in her twelfth childbirth at age
thirty-three. In Donne's final days, Pegge tries, in ways that push
the boundaries of daughterly behaviour, to discover the key to
unlock her own sexuality. After his death, Pegge still struggles to
free herself from an obsession that threatens to drive her beyond
the bounds of reason. Even after she marries, she cannot
suppress her independence or her desire to experience
extraordinary love. Conceit brings to life the teeming, bawdy
streets of London, the intrigue-ridden court, and the lushness of



the seventeenth-century English countryside. It is a story of many
kinds of love — erotic, familial, unrequited, and obsessive — and
the unpredictable workings of the human heart. With characters
plucked from the pages of history, Mary Novik's debut novel is an
elegant, fully-imagined story of lives you will find hard to leave
behind. John Donne is now a strong candidate for the most
popular Renaissance writer after Shakespeare. Paying tribute to
the living vitality of Donne's literary voice, and the kaleidoscope
of social detail embedded in his writings, Richard Sugg offers a
vibrant engagement with the author's work, life and times. He
shows how Donne's fiercely original mind produced remarkable
and challenging new images of selfhood, love, friendship, and of a
natural world marked by the unstable movement from religion to
early science. To fully appreciate Donne's life and writing it is
necessary to comprehend the strangeness of his social and
intellectual milieu: the peculiar mixture of splendour, violence
and suffering which spilled across his path in the streets, theatres
and churches of seventeenth-century London, and the attitudes
and ideologies expressed within them. This book offers readers
not just Donne, but his world.Richard Sugg is the author of ten
books, including The Smoke of the Soul (Palgrave, 2013),
Mummies, Cannibals and Vampires: The History of Corpse
Medicine from the Renaissance to the Victorians (2nd edn 2015),
A Singing Mouse at Buckingham Palace (2017), Fairies: A
Dangerous History (Reaktion, 2018), and The Real Vampires
(Amberley, 2019). He is currently completing Talking Dirty: The
History of Disgust. A 3rd updated edition of Mummies, Cannibals
and Vampires will be appearing shortly. His work has appeared
widely in international press, radio and television. He has
previously lectured in English and Cultural History at the
universities of Cardiff and Durham. Though he never published
any of his English poems during his lifetime, George Herbert
(1593–1633) is recognized as possibly the greatest religious poet
in the language. Few English poets of his age still inspire such



intense devotion today. In this richly perceptive biography, John
Drury for the first time integrates Herbert’s poems fully into his
life, enriching our understanding of both the poet’s mind and his
work. As Drury writes in his preface, Herbert lived “a quiet life
with a crisis in the middle of it.” Drury follows Herbert from his
academic success as a young man, seemingly destined for a
career at court, through his abandonment of those hopes, his
devotion to the restoration of a church in Huntingdonshire, and
his final years as a country parson. Because Herbert’s work was
only published posthumously, it has always been difficult to know
when or in what context Herbert wrote his poems. But Drury
skillfully places readings of the poems into his narrative at
biographically credible moments, allowing us to appreciate not
only Herbert’s frame of mind while writing, but also the society
that produced it. A sensitive critic of Herbert’s poems as well as a
theologian, Drury does full justice to the spiritual dimension of
Herbert’s work. In addition, he reveals the occasions of sorrow,
happiness, regret, and hope that Herbert captured in his poetry
and that led T. S. Eliot to write, “What we can confidently believe
is that every poem . . . is true to the poet’s experience.” Painting a
picture of a man torn between worldly ambition and spiritual life,
Music at Midnight is an eloquent biography that breathes new life
into some of the greatest English poems ever written. From
standout scholar Katherine Rundell, Super-Infinite presents a
sparkling and very modern biography of John Donne: the poet of
love, sex, and death. Sometime religious outsider and social
disaster, sometime celebrity preacher and establishment darling,
John Donne was incapable of being just one thing. In his myriad
lives he was a scholar of law, a sea adventurer, a priest, an MP -
and perhaps the greatest love poet in the history of the English
language. Along the way he converted from Catholicism to
Protestantism, was imprisoned for marrying a sixteen-year old
girl without her father’s consent; struggled to feed a family of ten
children; and was often ill and in pain. He was a man who



suffered from black surges of misery, yet expressed in his verse
many breathtaking impressions of electric joy and love. Presents
a collection of critical essays about the works of John Donne and
other metaphysical poets. And now good morrow to our waking
soules, Which watch not one another our of feare; For love, all
love of other sights controules, And makes one little room, an
everywhere. Bloomsbury Poetry Classics are selections from the
work of some of our greatest poets. The series is aimed at the
general reader rather than the specialist and carries no critical or
explanatory apparatus. This can be found elsewhere. In the series
the poems introduce themselves, on an uncluttered page and in a
format that is both attractive and convenient. The selections have
been made by the distinguished poet, critic, and biographer Ian
Hamilton. These two volumes comprise a biography of John
Donne, Dean of St. Paul’s and metaphysical poet. These volumes
cover his tumultuous career in parliament, his writings and
patronages, his marriage and his career with the Church of
England. 'Donne is perhaps the most intellectual of English poets,
and John Carey is perhaps the most intelligent of contemporary
English literary critics. The encounter, as one might expect, is
fierce and enthralling... This book is sensitive, searching,
powerful, exciting, provocative and witty. It is a superb
achievement.' Christopher Hill, TLS John Donne: Life, Mind and
Art is a unique attempt to see Donne whole. Beginning with an
account of his life, it takes as its domain not only the whole range
of the poetry, but also the sermons, the letters, the spiritual and
controversial works, and such highly personal documents as the
treatise on suicide. The result is a clearer picture than has
hitherto emerged of one of the most intricate and compelling of
literary personalities. 'The one book we have needed all along... A
magnificent exercise in reappraisal. I have never read a critical
work which reaches as deeply inside the mind of its subject.'
Jonathan Raban, Sunday Times 'Carey's book is itself alive with
the kind of energy it attributes to Donne.' Christopher Ricks,



London Review of Books Portion of edition statement from back
cover.
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