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A collection of short plays Black and Silver
Characters: 1 male, 1 female Interior Set In this
short, affecting and laughable scene parents are
awakened in the middle of the night by the baby.
They stumble about trying to pacify the infant.
At one point the husband panics because he
cannot hear the baby breathing in the cradle,
which is only reasonable because the wife has
put it on their bed. Mr. Foot Characters: 1 male,
1 female Interior Set A J. Robert Oppenheimer is
among the most contentious and important
figures of the twentieth century. As head of the
Los Alamos Laboratory, he oversaw the
successful effort to beat the Nazis to develop the
first atomic bomb - a breakthrough which was to
have eternal ramifications for mankind, and
made Oppenheimer the 'father of the Bomb'. But
his was not a simple story of assimilation,
scientific success and world fame. A complicated
and fragile personality, the implications of the
discoveries at Los Alamos were to weigh heavily
upon him. Having formed suspicious connections

in the 1930s, in the wake of the Allied victory in
World War Two, Oppenheimer's attempts to
resist the escalation of the Cold War arms race
would lead many to question his loyalties - and
set him on a collision course with Senator Joseph
McCarthy and his witch hunters. Michael
Frayn's classic novel is set in the crossword and
nature notes department of an obscure national
newspaper during the declining years of Fleet
Street, John Dyson, a mid-level editor, dreams
wistfully of fame and the gentlemanly life -- until
one day his great chance of glory arrives. But
does he have what it takes to succeed in the
exciting world of television? Afterlife is Michael
Frayn's first new play for the National Theatre
since Democracy, which premiered at the
National in 2003 before West End and Broadway
transfers. Afterlife opens in the NT Lyttelton in
June. Investigating the life of the Austrian
impresario and founder of the Salzburg Festival,
Max Reinhardt, Afterlife is a grand epic and a
highly theatrical work that will be directed by
Frayn's long-term collaborator Michael
Blakemore. With his morality play 'Everyman',
Reinhardt captivated first the Prince Archbishop
of Salzburg, and then the city itself, with the
play opening the Salzburg festival each year
from 1920 until the accession of the Nazis in
1938. As Reinhardt and his company are forced
into exile, 'Everyman' is taken to America until
life imitates art and Death comes for first
Reinhardt's master of ceremonies and chief
associate, Kommer, and then for Reinhardt
himself. Matchbox Theatre presents a miniature
sketch show: thirty dialogues and monologues by
Michael Frayn, to be played in the smallest
theatre in the world - the theatre of your own
imagination. Sir Geoffrye and Lady Hilarye,
sleeping peacefully on their marble tomb these
last six hundred years, are woken by the thump
of rock music in the crypt beneath them... A gala
performance of Shakespeare, and as a special
treat the sponsor's guests are being wined and
dined on stage as extras in the banquet scene...



The eternal triangle in an airport departure
lounge: two lovers and the flight
announcements... The scripts are provided.
Everything else - casting, set design, ice-cream
sales - is up to the reader... A Study Guide for
Michael Frayn's "Copenhagen," excerpted from
Gale's acclaimed Drama For Students. This
concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study
questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any
literature project, trust Drama For Students for
all of your research needs. 'Imaginative, funny
and dazzlingly clever.' John Carey, Sunday Times
Mankind, scientists agree, is a tiny and
insignificant anomaly in the impersonal vastness
of the universe. But what would that universe be
like if we were not here to say something about
it? Would it even be so vast, without the fact of
our insignificance to give it scale? This paradox
is what Michael Frayn calls 'the world's oldest
mystery'. He shows how fleeting and
indeterminate our contacts with the world
around us are. The world is what we make of it -
but what are we? 'The breadth of [Frayn's]
reading is awesome and he is fearless in
interpreting, and in some cases attacking, the
philosophical or scientific dogmas of this or that
revered savant. Everywhere he is eminently
sensible, especially when he is making nonsense
of our illusory certainties.' John Banville
'Brilliant and engaging ... A dazzling and
entertaining dialogue between [Frayn] and the
reader.' Patrick Masterson, Irish Times Three
political parties, in and out of bed with each
other like drunken intellectuals, fifteen warring
cabinet ministers, and sixty million separate
egos. All making deals with each other and
breaking them. All looking round at every
moment to see the expression on everyone else's
face. All trying to guess which way everyone else
will jump. All out for themselves and all totally
dependent on everyone else. Not one Germany.
Sixty million separate Germanies. The tower of
Babel! Set in West Germany in 1969,
DEMOCRACY follows Willy Brandt as he begins
his brief but remarkable career as the first left-
of-centre Chancellor for nearly forty years.
Always present but rarely noticed is Günter
Guillaume, Brandt's devoted personal assistant -
and no less devoted in his other role, spying on

Brandt for the Stasi. Published to tie in with
major new production at the Royal National
Theatre directed by Michael Blakemore starring
Roger Allam, Conleth Hill, Nicholas Blane,
Jonathan Coy, Christopher Ettridge, Paul
Gregory, Glyn Grain, Steven Pacey and David
Ryall. TONY AWARD WINNER • An explosive re-
imagining of the mysterious wartime meeting
between two Nobel laureates to discuss the
atomic bomb. “Endlessly fascinating…. The most
invigorating and ingenious play of ideas in many
a year…. An electrifying work of art.” —Ben
Brantley, The New York Times In 1941 the
German physicist Werner Heisenberg made a
clandestine trip to Copenhagen to see his Danish
counterpart and friend Niels Bohr. Their work
together on quantum mechanics and the
uncertainty principle had revolutionized atomic
physics. But now the world had changed and the
two men were on opposite sides in a world war.
Why Heisenberg went to Copenhagen and what
he wanted to say to Bohr are questions that have
vexed historians ever since. In Michael Frayn’s
ambitious, fiercely intelligent, and daring new
play Heisenberg and Bohr meet once again to
discuss the intricacies of physics and to ponder
the metaphysical—the very essence of human
motivation. "This long-running hit starred Sam
Waterson on Broadway as an urban architect
whose attempts to improve humanity by the
environments he creates, only leads to chaos
when the high-rise boom goes bust and two
close friends are caught in the cross-hairs."--
Page 4 of cover. 'Easily the most original thing
Frayn has done . . . written with elegant
simplicity.' New Statesman Uncumber lives at a
time in the distant future when all humanity is
divided in two - the Insiders and the Outsiders.
The Insiders are privileged, with their every
need catered to by somatic drugs, three-
dimensional holovision and a prolonged life.
Uncumber lives in this luxurious world and is
told that she must never go out into the dust and
disease of the real world. Uncumber, however, is
haunted by a restless and inquisitive spirit.
When she falls in love with an Outsider, she
decides to go exploring ... 'A fairy tale of the
future.' Guardian An explosive re-imagining of
the mysterious wartime meeting between two
Nobel laureates to discuss the atomic bomb. “As
finely worked as a Swiss watch and as funny as



the human condition permits..the zigzag
brilliance of the text as the clunky lines of the
farce-within-a-farce rub against the sharp
dialogue of reality” Guardian A play-within-a-
play following a touring theatre company who
are rehearsing and performing a comedy called
Nothing On, results in a riotous double-bill of
comedic craft and dramatic skill. Hurtling along
at breakneck speed it shows the backstage
antics as they stumble through the dress-
rehearsal at Weston-super-Mare, then on to a
disastrous matinee at Ashton-under-Lyne,
followed by a total meltdown in Stockton-on-
Tees. Michael Frayn's irresistible, multi-award-
winning backstage farce has been enjoyed by
millions of people worldwide since it premiered
in 1982 and has been hailed as one of the
greatest British comedies ever written. Winner
of both Olivier and Evening Standard Awards for
Best Comedy. This edition features a new
introduction by Michael Blakemore. Michael
Frayn is one of the great playwrights of our
time, enjoying international acclaim and
prestige. This anthology contains three of
Michael Frayn's best-known titles: Copenhagen,
Democracy and Afterlife, as well as an
introduction by the author and a chronology of
his work. One day during the run of Michael
Fryan's play Copenhagen, a curious letter
arrived from a housewife in Chiswick. She
enclosed a few faded pages of barely legible
German which she thought might have some
relevance to the mystery at the play's heart.
They turned out to mark the start of a long and
winding trail. The subject of Copenhagen is the
strange visit that the German physicist, Werner
Heisenberg, made to his former Danish
colleague, Niels Bohr in 1941. The two old
friends now found themselves on opposite sides
in a world war, and Heisenberg could not
explain to Bohr that he was running the Nazis'
secret atomic programme. His intentions have
intrigued and baffled historians, and the hitherto
unpublished German documents which Celia
Rhys-Evans now began to send Michael Frayn
cast a remarkable new light on certain aspects
of the story. The gradual emergence of these
papers was followed with particularly close
interest by the actor, David Burke, who was
playing Niels Bohr, and who had happened to
have a wide experience of documents of this

sort. When it was all over David Burke and
Michael Frayn sat down together, rather as Bohr
and Heisenberg do in the play, to try to unravel
the mystery, and, like Bohr and Heisenberg, to
confront once again the eternal difficulty of
knowing why we do what we do. For fifteen
years, ever since the taciturn civil servant
Stephen Summerchild fell to his death from a
window, there have been rumours. So Brian
Jessel, a young member of the Cabinet Office, is
diverted from his routine work and asked to
prepare an internal report. Slowly, from the
archives in the registry, Jessel begins to
reconstruct Summerchild's last months. It
emerges that, at a time when America had just
put men on the moon, the British were involved
in an even bolder project, and that Summerchild
was investigating a phenomenon as common as
sunlight, but as powerful and dangerous as any
of the forces that modern science has known.
The secret world into which Brian Jessel
stumbles turns out to be even more
extraordinary than his department had feared.
This electronic version has been made available
under a Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND) open
access license. How do we transform the world
when we are ourselves inescapably part of it? If
we cannot know what makes the world the way
it is, or what impact our actions will have, where
do we begin? Renowned politics scholar Jenny
Edkins explores the imperative for change in a
world filled with inequality, violence,
persecution, and injustice - and the difficulties
faced in bringing it about. Over the course of ten
chapters Change and the politics of certainty
examines our varied responses to questions such
as aid in times of famine; opposition to the Iraq
War; humanitarian intervention; the
memorialisation of 9/11; enforced
disappearance; and calls for justice after the
Grenfell Tower fire. Drawing on insights from
the author’s life and on the work of playwrights
and filmmakers, the book interrogates the ideas
of thinkers including Lauren Berlant, Judith
Butler, Jacques Derrida, Michel Foucault, Stuart
Hall, Eric Santner, Elaine Scarry, Carolyn
Steedman and Slavoj Žižek. Tackling themes
such as the fantasy of security, contemporary
notions of time and space, and ideas of humanity
and sentience, this accessible book is essential
reading for all who strive for a better world.



Longlisted for the Man Booker Prize 'Good God,
thought Oliver, as he saw the smile. She thinks
I'm him! And all at once he knew it was so. He
was Dr Norman Wilfred.' On the sunlit Greek
island of Skios, the Fred Toppler Foundation's
annual lecture is to be given by Dr Norman
Wilfred, the world-famous authority on the
scientific organisation of science. He turns out to
be surprisingly young and charming - not at all
the intimidating figure they had been expecting.
The Foundation's guests are soon eating out of
his hand. So, even sooner, is Nikki, the attractive
and efficient organiser. Meanwhile, in a remote
villa at the other end of the island, Nikki's old
school-friend Georgie waits for the notorious
chancer she has rashly agreed to go on holiday
with, and who has only too characteristically
failed to turn up. Trapped in the villa with her,
by an unfortunate chain of misadventure, is a
balding old gent called Dr Norman Wilfred, who
has lost his whereabouts, his luggage, his
temper and increasingly all normal sense of
reality - everything he possesses apart from the
flyblown text of a well-travelled lecture on the
scientific organisation of science... And as the
time draws ever nearer for one or other Dr
Wilfred - or possibly both - to give the eagerly
awaited lecture, so Skios - Greece - Europe -
career off their appointed track. Longlisted for
the Man Booker Prize, Skios is a story of mislaid
identity, misdirected passion and miscalculated
consequences. Michael Frayn is also the
celebrated author of fifteen plays including
Noises Off, Copenhagen and Afterlife. His other
bestselling novels include Headlong, which was
shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize and Spies,
which won the Whitbread Best Novel Award. 'An
unknown place.' This was what Michael Frayn's
children called the shadowy landscape of the
past from which their family had emerged.
Shortlisted for the Costa Book Awards, My
Father's Fortune sets out to rediscover that lost
land before all trace of it finally disappears
beyond recall. As Frayn tries to see it through
the eyes of his parents and the others who
shaped his life, he comes to realise how little he
ever knew or understood about them. This is
above all the story of his father, the quick-witted
boy from a poor and struggling family, who
overcame disadvantages and shouldered many
burdens to make a go of his life; who found

happiness, had it snatched away from him, and
in the end, after many difficulties, perhaps found
it again. Father and son were in some ways
incredibly alike, in others ridiculously different;
and the journey back down the corridors of time
is sometimes comic, sometimes painful, as
Michael Frayn comes to see how much he has
inherited from his father and makes one or two
surprising discoveries along the way. Michael
Frayn is the celebrated author of fifteen plays
including Noises Off, Copenhagen and Afterlife.
His bestselling novels include Headlong, which
was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize, Spies,
which won the Whitbread Best Novel Award and
Skios, which was longlisted for the Man Booker
Prize. An expertly annotated edition of Joe
Penhall's compelling drama: a dark, exhilarating
tale of race, madness and power in the midst of
a struggling National Health Service. The whole
world at the touch of your finger - why ever
leave the imaginary realm of your mobile phone?
But this book is even better. Anything but
analogue, Magic Mobile is the latest offering of
comic genius from Michael Frayn, the author of
Matchbox Theatre and Pocket Playhouse.
'Michael Frayn is the most philosophical comic
writer - and the most comic philosophical writer
- of our time.' Daily Mail Science on Stage is the
first full-length study of the phenomenon of
"science plays"--theatrical events that weave
scientific content into the plot lines of the
drama. The book investigates the tradition of
science on the stage from the Renaissance to the
present, focusing in particular on the current
wave of science playwriting. Drawing on
extensive interviews with playwrights and
directors, Kirsten Shepherd-Barr discusses such
works as Michael Frayn's Copenhagen and Tom
Stoppard's Arcadia. She asks questions such as,
What accounts for the surge of interest in
putting science on the stage? What areas of
science seem most popular with playwrights,
and why? How has the tradition evolved
throughout the centuries? What currents are
defining it now? And what are some of the
debates and controversies surrounding the use
of science on stage? Organized by scientific
themes, the book examines selected
contemporary plays that represent a merging of
theatrical form and scientific content--plays in
which the science is literally enacted through



the structure and performance of the play.
Beginning with a discussion of Christopher
Marlowe's Doctor Faustus, the book traces the
history of how scientific ideas (quantum
mechanics and fractals, for example) are dealt
with in theatrical presentations. It discusses the
relationship of science to society, the role of
science in our lives, the complicated ethical
considerations of science, and the accuracy of
the portrayal of science in the dramatic context.
The final chapter looks at some of the most
recent and exciting developments in science
playwriting that are taking the genre in
innovative directions and challenging the
audience's expectations of a science play. The
book includes a comprehensive annotated list of
four centuries of science plays, which will be
useful for teachers, students, and general
readers alike. "Nuclear weapons, since their
conception, have been the subject of secrecy. In
the months after the dropping of the atomic
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the
American scientific establishment, the American
government, and the American public all
wrestled with what was called the "problem of
secrecy," wondering not only whether secrecy
was appropriate and effective as a means of
controlling this new technology but also whether
it was compatible with the country's core values.
Out of a messy context of propaganda,
confusion, spy scares, and the grave counsel of
competing groups of scientists, what historian
Alex Wellerstein calls a "new regime of secrecy"
was put into place. It was unlike any other
previous or since. Nuclear secrets were given
their own unique legal designation in American
law ("restricted data"), one that operates
differently than all other forms of national
security classification and exists to this day.
Drawing on massive amounts of declassified
files, including records released by the
government for the first time at the author's
request, Restricted Data is a narrative account
of nuclear secrecy and the tensions and
uncertainty that built as the Cold War continued.
In the US, both science and democracy are
pitted against nuclear secrecy, and this makes
its history uniquely compelling and timely"--
Reporting from war zones around the globe,
acclaimed journalist William Shawcross gives us
an unforgettable portrait of a dangerous world

and of the brave men and women, ordinary and
extraordinary, who risk their lives to make and
keep the peace. The end of the Cold War was
followed by a decade of regional and ethnic
wars, massacres and forced exiles, and by
constant calls for America to lead the
international community as chief peace-keeper.
The efforts of that community -- identified with
the United Nations but often dominated by the
world's wealthy nations -- have had mixed
results. In Africa, the West is accused of
indifference or too little, too late. In Cambodia,
the UN presides over free elections, but the
results are overridden. In Iraq, Saddam Hussein
continues to defy the UN, and in Bosnia and
Kosovo, the West acts hesitantly after terrible
slaughter and ethnic cleansing. Shawcross, a
veteran of many war zones, has had broad
access to global policymakers, including UN
secretary general Kofi Annan, high American
diplomats, peacekeepers and humanitarian-aid
professionals. He has traveled with them to
some of the world's most horrifying killing fields.
Deliver Us from Evil is his stark, on-the-ground
report on the many crises faced by the
international community and its servants as they
struggle to respond around the world. He brings
home the price many have paid attempting to
restore peace and help alleviate terrible
suffering. He illuminates the risks we face in a
complex and dangerous world. Some critics have
concluded that some interventions may prolong
conflict and create further casualties. The lesson
we learn from ruthless and vengeful warlords
the world over is that goodwill without strength
can make things worse. Shawcross argues that
recent interventions -- in Kosovo and East Timor,
for example -- provide reason for concern as well
as hope. Still, the unmistakable message of the
past decade is that we cannot intervene
everywhere, that not every wrong can be righted
merely because the international community
desires it, or because we wish to remove images
of suffering from our television screens. Nor can
we necessarily rebuild failed states in our image.
When we intervene, we must be certain of our
objectives, sure of popular support and willing to
expend the necessary resources -- even lives. If
our interventions are to be effective and
humane, they must last for more than the fifteen
minutes of attention that the media accord to



each succeeding crisis. That is a tall order. As
Shawcross concludes, "In a more religious time
it was only God whom we asked to deliver us
from evil. Now we call upon our own man-made
institutions for such deliverance. That is
sometimes to ask for miracles." "One of theatre's
subtlest, most sophisticated minds" (The Times)
Now You Know: "Frayn's light but serious,
marvellous play, about official and unofficial
secrets, about idle curiosity and investigative
purpose" (Observer) 'Michael Frayn's
tremendous play is a piece of history, an
intellectual thriller, a psychological investigation
and a moral tribunal in full session' Sunday
Times 'A profound and haunting meditation on
the mysteries of human motivation' Independent
'Frayn has seized on a ral-life historical and
scientific mystery. In 1941 the physicist Werner
Heisenberg, who formulated the famous
Uncertainty Principle about the movement of
particles, and was at that time leading the Nazi's
nuclear programme, went to visit his old boss
and mentor, Niels Bohr, in Copenhagen. What
was the purpose of his visit to Nazi-occupied
Denmark? What did the two old friends say to
each other, particularly bearing in mind that
Bohr was both half-Jewish and a Danish
patriot?... Frayn argues that just as it is
impossible to be certain of the precise location
of an electron, so it is impossible to be certain
about the workings of the human mind... What is
certain is that Frayn makes ideas zing and sing
in this play' Daily Telegraph A Study Guide for
Michael Frayn's "Copenhagen," excerpted from
Gale's acclaimed Drama For Students. This
concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study
questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any
literature project, trust Drama For Students for
all of your research needs. No one better
represents the plight and the conduct of German
intellectuals under Hitler than Werner
Heisenberg, whose task it was to build an atomic
bomb for Nazi Germany. The controversy
surrounding Heisenberg still rages, because of
the nature of his work and the regime for which
it was undertaken. What precisely did
Heisenberg know about the physics of the
atomic bomb? How deep was his loyalty to the
German government during the Third Reich?

Assuming that he had been able to build a bomb,
would he have been willing? These questions,
the moral and the scientific, are answered by
Paul Lawrence Rose with greater accuracy and
breadth of documentation than any other
historian has yet achieved. Digging deep into the
archival record among formerly secret technical
reports, Rose establishes that Heisenberg never
overcame certain misconceptions about nuclear
fission, and as a result the German leaders never
pushed for atomic weapons. In fact, Heisenberg
never had to face the moral problem of whether
he should design a bomb for the Nazi regime.
Only when he and his colleagues were interned
in England and heard about Hiroshima did
Heisenberg realize that his calculations were
wrong. He began at once to construct an image
of himself as a "pure" scientist who could have
built a bomb but chose to work on reactor design
instead. This was fiction, as Rose demonstrates:
in reality, Heisenberg blindly supported and
justified the cause of German victory. The
question of why he did, and why he
misrepresented himself afterwards, is answered
through Rose's subtle analysis of German
mentality and the scientists' problems of
delusion and self-delusion. This fascinating study
is a profound effort to understand one of the
twentieth century's great enigmas. The Tony
Award—winning play that soars at the
intersection of science and art, Copenhagen is
an explosive re-imagining of the mysterious
wartime meeting between two Nobel laureates
to discuss the atomic bomb. In 1941 the German
physicist Werner Heisenberg made a clandestine
trip to Copenhagen to see his Danish
counterpart and friend Niels Bohr. Their work
together on quantum mechanics and the
uncertainty principle had revolutionized atomic
physics. But now the world had changed and the
two men were on opposite sides in a world war.
Why Heisenberg went to Copenhagen and what
he wanted to say to Bohr are questions that have
vexed historians ever since. In Michael Frayn’s
ambitious, fiercely intelligent, and daring new
play Heisenberg and Bohr meet once again to
discuss the intricacies of physics and to ponder
the metaphysical—the very essence of human
motivation. Nazi-occupied Copenhagen provides
the backdrop for this brilliant coda to the famous
British play, Copenhagen. An adaptation of the



popular Michael Frayn stage-play based around
a strange trip the German physicist Werner
Heisenberg made to Copenhagen in 1941 to see
his Danish counterpart Niels Bohr. Old friends
and close colleagues, they had revolutionised
atomic physics in the 1920s with their work
together. But now the world had changed and
the two men were on opposite sides in a world
war. Winner of the Evening Standard Best
Comedy Award after its long run at the
Hampstead Theatre and on the West End in
1975, Alphabetical Order is set in the library of a
provincial newspaper where battle is joined
between the forces of order and chaos, between
arid organisation in the person of the new
library assistant, Leslie, and humane confusion
in the person of Lucy, the much-loved resident
librarian. Drawing on his experience as a
journalist, Frayn draws his gallery of characters
with the hilarious accuracy which can only come
from first-hand experience. This edition features
the author's revised version of the script
presented at the Hampstead Theatre in April
2009.
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