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Essay from the year 2010 in the subject Communications - Intercultural Communication,
grade: 1,0, University of Southern Denmark, language: English, abstract: The Olympic
Games are without doubt an intercultural mega event. In this essay I have a look on the
opening ceremonies of the two last Olympic Games 2010 in Vancouver and 2008 in
Beijing. I shed light on the various cultural aspects encompassed in those ceremonies,
differentiating between national and Olympic symbols, heroes and rituals expressed
during those shows and analyze the underlying values and beliefs that form those
cultures. In the final part of this essay I discuss the development of opening ceremonies
towards national advertisement disregarding minorities in the national and Olympic
societies. I use different theories about culture and its appearance to interpret the opening
ceremonies in Vancouver and Beijing. I compare both Olympics, even though it must be
stated that there is an enormous difference between Summer and Winter Olympics with
regard to participating nations and sports. The idea of analyzing the opening ceremonies



of the Olympic Games rests on the expectation that those were the moments at which
cultural differences become most obvious for the worldwide TV audience. It is expected
that especially cultural differences between the athletes can be seen during the different
competitions, but as I have no source about what happened behind the various TV
cameras I can hardly analyze those aspects of intercultural interaction. Furthermore all
Olympic opening ceremonies share some elements that are implemented in the idea of the
Olympic movement. It should therefore be possible to find those elements, analyze their
meaning for the Olympic movement and separate it from all the other ‘show’ elements
that are essential for today’s opening ceremonies. In this essay I answer the question how
we (the non-host community) perceive the host nation’s culture as it is expressed during
the opening ceremony. I also analyze critics of the Olympic opening ceremonies, not only
concerning the ‘ignorance’ of minorities, but also the use of ‘fakes’ to make the whole
ceremony look bigger and more glamorous than it really is. I will also pace the question
whether it is really necessary to make every new opening ceremony bigger and more
expensive than the ones before and whether this does clash with the values of the
Olympic movement. This book focuses on the processes of documenting the Beijing
Olympics – ranging from the visual (television and film) to radio and the written word –
and the meanings generated by such representations. What were the ‘key’ stories and how
were they chosen? What was dramatised? Who were the heroes? Which ‘clashes’ were
highlighted and how? What sorts of stories did the notion of ‘human interest’ generate?
Did politics take a backseat or was the topic highlighted repeatedly? Thus, the focus was
not on the success or failure of this event, but on the ways in which the Olympics Games,
as international and historic events, are memorialised by observers. The key question that
this book addresses is: How far would the Olympic coverage fall into the patterns of
representation that have come to dominate Olympic reporting and what would China, as a
discursive subject, bring to these patterns? This book was previously published as a
special issue of Sport in Society. Clear, concise, entertaining assessment of the Olympic
Games. Toropov travels back in time to look at the original Greek Olympics and offers a
brisk tour of the modern Olympic movement as well as simplifying the rules and
regulations of the summer and winter competitions. Traces the history of the modern
Olympics from 1896 to 2000, contrasting the ideal of the game with the often politicized
reality. With the ever increasing global significance of the Olympic Games, it has never
been more topical to address the political issues that surround, influence and emanate
from this quadrennial sporting mega event. In terms of the most recent evidence of the
politics of the Olympics, the 2008 Beijing Games were riddled with political messages
and content from the outset, and provided a global stage for protesters with numerous
agendas. These included, to name but a few, proposed boycotts, potential terrorist attacks,
the question of open media access, protests against China’s political practices and
attempts to interrupt the ‘traditional’ torch rally. Essays in this collection focus on
numerous political aspects of the Olympics from a variety of different perspectives, with
a Glossary that contains a range of politically relevant entries relating to famous and
infamous Olympic athletes, Olympic movement personnel and events and broader
political issues and developments which have affected the modern Games. The purpose
of this anthology is not to perpetuate hatred towards the concept and practices of



Olympism or to regurgitate a ‘celebratory party line’. Instead, in addition to being
informative, the book offers critical engagement with the Olympics by raising awareness
of the movement’s political significance. Consequently, the essays in this anthology
illustrate the strong but changing links between the modern Olympic Games and politics,
in general, and address and discuss the key political aspects and issues with regard to the
Games themselves, to national and international sport organisations and to specific
countries’ attitudes to (ab)using the idea/ideal of the Olympics for their own political
ends. Encoding the Olympics assembles a uniquely representative international team of
media experts to provide a comprehensive review of the global impact of media and
cultural communications associated with the Beijing 2008 Olympics. Commissioned by
the IOC, this pioneering comparative study – the largest in Olympic Games research
–provides a ground-breaking, panoramic, cross-cultural perspective on media responses
to the leading sports event of the modern world. The representative team that undertook
the study includes media commentators and political analysts, sport and media
journalists, Sinologists and observers of the Asian Pacific Rim, academics in Olympic
Studies and media and communication studies, scholars of the cultural and sociology
studies of sport and festival and events managers. Encoding the Olympics provides a
unique, encyclopaedic study that will serve as a versatile resource at several levels – as a
textbook or source reference for academic institutions, media public relations agencies
that facilitate the work of inter-cultural exchange organisations, and international
communication departments of multinational enterprises and international NGOs. This
volume analyses global media responses to a mega-sport event on a scale never before
attempted. This book was previously published as a special issue of the International
Journal of the History of Sport. '. . . this is a fascinating and informative volume and the
bulk of it is accessible to readers without an economics background. It will be of interest
to students of sport and the media and those interested in the commercialisation of leisure
in general.' - A.J. Veal, Leisure Studies Going far beyond being just a mega sport event,
the Olympic Games are, and have been in the past, important settings for tourism and
cultural change. Hosting the Olympic Games presents a unique opportunity for countries
to promote, regenerate, and develop cities and regions, and to firmly locate them within
an increasingly competitive global tourism marketplace. From Athens to Rio de Janeiro,
Olympic landmark buildings, ‘districts’, and ‘parks’ have permanently transformed cities
and regions, and gained tremendous material and symbolic value as tourist attractions. On
another level, the Olympic Games produce a kaleidoscopic range of intangible and quasi-
religious engagements with place and spectacle. They have a tremendous impact on the
image of the host country, while invoking collective memories and touching on emotions
such as suspense, compassion, togetherness, and pride. Tourism has also become a major
watchword in ongoing debates on the ‘legacy’ of the Olympic Games, and it deeply
penetrates discourses on social justice and cultural change on a local, national and global
scale. This book was originally published as a special issue of the Journal of Tourism and
Cultural Change. King Gustaf V of Sweden inaugurated the Fifth Olympiad at the
Olympic Stadium in Stockholm on July 6, 1912. In the following weeks, 2,380
competitors from 27 nations representing six continents participated in well-organized
competitions in perfect weather conditions. The largest Olympics yet at the time, the



Stockholm Games have thus gone down in history as the Sunshine Olympics, or “the
Swedish Masterpiece.” Since that achievement, and despite numerous attempts by other
Swedish cities, Sweden has not yet managed to host the Olympic Games again. This
work examines the 1912 Stockholm Olympics from a variety of perspectives, exploring
the preparations, organization, competitions, participants, and spectators, as well as the
continuing significance of the 1912 Games to Sweden and to the future of the Olympic
movement. One of the early concepts of the Olympic Games was to include intercalated
Games every four years between the normal cycle, and to hold these Games in Athens,
the ancestral home of the Olympics. In 1906 the first, and only one, of these games was
held. Occurring only two years after the St. Louis Games of 1904 and two years before
the London Games of 1908, the Athens Games were considered by many not to be
official; social and political forces prevented continuation of the intercalation cycle in
1910 and later. Yet these Games were surprisingly successful and helped guarantee the
survival of the modern Olympics. This book, fourth in the series on the early Olympics,
presents all the data on 29 nation and city-state participants in more than a dozen events
in the Athens Games. Scores and descriptions are provided, and many historical errors
and omissions in other sources are corrected. Appendices include the published program
for the Games, the actual schedule followed during the Games, and country-by country
listings of all participating athletes. The Olympic Games: a major international amateur
sporting competition that brings together hundreds of nations and thousands of athletes.
This book is a collection of fun, facts and figures about the Games (from ancient to
modern times) for sports lovers all over the world. "e;The most important thing in the
Olympic Games is not winning but taking part; the essential thing in life is not
conquering but fighting well"e; Pierre de Coubertin The Winter Olympics is one of the
most watched events in America, yet the sports it showcases -- most of which are rooted
in European tradition -- are among the least understood. Winter Olympics Made Simple is
designed to make the games more entertaining by bridging the gap between fascination
and understanding. Anyone interested in a quick, informative tutorial on Winter Olympic
competitions can graduate "spectator literate" in just a few minutes' time. This guide
features simplified explanations of the Winter Olympic sports along with insights on
competitors and competitive strategies, descriptions of required equipment and training,
and brief historical summaries recognizing the heritage behind each of the winter games.
This is the history of one of the most important cultural collaborations of the 20th
Century, the joining of art and sport. Here is the story of the inclusion of the Fine Arts as
competition events in the modern Olympic Games. Recounted within these pages for the
first time are the ideas and techniques that briefly created a union of these disparate
worlds. Follow themas they conducted what were the Olympic Art Competitions of the
20th Century. In this volume you will meet the people who forged that union and those
who destroyed it. You will also discover why you never heard of these competitions.
Here too are the results of the art events and your opportunity to meet a few of the artists
who pursued their quest for Olympic Gold. Also available in hardcover through
www.amazon.com, www.barnesandnoble.com and www.chapters.indigo.ca. Reviews
From: "Journal of Olympic History", Vol. 9, No. 2, Spring 2001 Review by Anthony
Bijkerk, the Netherlands "Over a period of forty years, I have read and collected many



books on the Olympic Games, and of course in several of these books one can find
references to the Olympic Art Competitions in the period from 1912 to 1948. But as far
as I know, this happens to be the very first time an overall and complete history of this
Olympic Art competition has ever been published. Richard Stanton has done a wonderful
and thorough research on this particular subject. Every Olympic historian should be able
to remember how Pierre de Coubertin in 1906 declined going to the Intercalary Games
inAthens... ...Richard Stanton went through the archives of the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) in Lausanne with the finest comb he could find, with the result that we
now have an almost complete insight in the efforts Coubertin put into making possible
the union of sports and arts in the Olympic Games. Stanton made an English translation
of many letters in the French language which he found in the archives... ...In this
particular issue of the Journal of Olympic History, May 2001, Mr. Stanton, in an article
submitted at the same time as his book, gives interesting details about the winners of that
art competition from 1912. He continues with the developments of the art competitions in
Antwerp 1920, Paris 1924, Amsterdam 1928, Los Angeles 1932 and Berlin 1936. The
situation after World War Two, with the Olympic Games in London (and the last full art
competition) is also given, just before the final chapter on the disparate union of the arts
and sport unfolds immediately after these Games. In three consecutive chapters with the
appropriate titles: "The Throwing of the Gauntlet", "The Setting of the Midnight Sun",
and "The Coup de Grace", Stanton describes the circumstances (and persons involved),
that made an end to the Olympic Art Competitions, and finally changed them into
Olympic Art Exhibitions! Many of these details are known, but the whole story unfolds
before us in a dramatic way. Of particular interest are the final chapters, giving us the
possibility to meet with several artists who participated in these art competitions and won
an Olympic medal or an Honorable Mention. Of course, for those of us who are interested
in statistics, the full list with "Results, Lists & Other Curiosities" is the end of this
interesting book." Explores the social history and politics of 'mega-events' from the late
19th century to the present. Case studies: 1936 Berlin Olympics, 1992 Barcelona
Olympics, 1851 Crystal Palace Expo. A thoroughly new and ground-breaking analysis.
Olympic athletes are tightly controlled by their national associations and individuals often
have sponsorship agreements that prohibit them from discussing anything controversial
about the Games…until now. In Secret Olympian: The inside story of the Olympic
experience, anonymous interviews with athletes from the Munich Games of 1960 to the
present reveal the true inside story of what the Olympic experience is really like. Their
stories include post-competition wild debauchery from excessive drinking to over-the-top
practical jokes to competition for the most number of hook-ups and even encounters with
politicians' flirty spouses. Olympic-level athletes also reveal their freaky physiological
regimes, odd genetic abnormalities and how the pressure-cooker of the Games can lead to
resentment and fighting in the Olympic Village and some unusual coping techniques to
stay focused on the competition. From the opening kitting ceremony where athletes are
given up to 80 pounds of official team clothing to the shocking shifts from a lifetime of
training in solitude to the glaring spotlight of the world stage to post-Games fame or
obscurity, these are fascinating never-before-told tales of what happens when the world's
exclusive super athletes convene at the premier sporting event every four years in their



quest for glory. "From the moment they were announced, the Beijing Games were a
major media event and the focus of intense scrutiny and speculation. In contrast to earlier
such events, however, the Beijing Games are also unfolding in a newly volatile global
media environment that is no longer monopolized by broadcast media. The dramatic
expansion of media outlets and the growth of mobile communications technology have
changed the nature of media events, making it significantly more difficult to regulate
them or control their meaning. This volatility is reflected in the multiple, well-publicized
controversies characterizing the run-up to Beijing 2008. According to many Western
commentators, the People's Republic of China seized the Olympics as an opportunity to
reinvent itself as the "New China"--A global leader in economics, technology, and
environmental issues, with an improving human-rights record. But China's maneuverings
have also been hotly contested by diverse global voices, including prominent human-
rights advocates, all seeking to displace the official story of the Games. Bringing together
a distinguished group of scholars from Chinese studies, human rights, media studies, law,
and other fields, Owning the Olympics reveals how multiple entities-including the
Chinese Communist Party itself-seek to influence and control the narratives through
which the Beijing Games will be understood"--Publisher's description. The 1904 Olympic
Games in St. Louis were both unusual and controversial. One of the major problems for
Olympic scholars has been to determine which of the events at these Games were truly of
Olympic caliber. The Games were included as part of the World's Fair, and every athletic
contest that took place under the Fair's auspices was deemed "Olympic." These activities
included croquet and water polo, high school and college championships in football and
basketball, as well as the "Anthropology Days" events in which members of "primitive"
"tribes" competed against one another. The author demonstrates, after great deliberation,
that 16 events of the 21 overall were truly Olympic sports and gives descriptions, scores,
and analyses for each (as well as for the five non-Olympic events). Appendices include
literature relating to these games, lists of noncompeting foreign entrants, and a guide to
all competitors. Exploring the cultural politics of the Olympic Games, these essays
investigate such topics as the emergence of women athletes as cultural commodities, the
orchestrated spectacles of the opening and closing ceremonies, and the Gay Games.
Unforgettable events and decisions are also discussed. Explore the excitement of the
Summer Olympics through stories of the greatest gold-medal moments in the history of
the event, from Nadia Comaneci's perfect 10.0 gymnastics score to barefoot marathon
runner Abebe Bikila's surprising triumph. The Olympic Games have become the single
greatest festival of a universal and cosmopolitan humanity. Seventeen days of sporting
competition watched and followed on every continent and in every country on the planet.
Simply, the greatest show on earth. Yet when the modern games were inaugurated in
Athens in 1896, the founders thought them a "display of manly virtue", an athletic
celebration of the kind of amateur gentleman that would rule the world. How was such a
ritual invented? Why did it prosper and how has it been so utterly transformed? In The
Games, David Goldblatt - winner of the 2015 William Hill Sports Book of the Year
Award - takes on a breathtakingly ambitious search for the answers and brilliantly
unravels the complex strands of this history. Beginning with the Olympics as a sporting
side show at the great Worlds Fairs of the Belle Epoque and its transformation into a



global media spectacular, care of Hollywood and the Nazi party, The Games shows how
sport and the Olympics had been a battlefield during the Cold War, a defining moment
for social and economic change in host cities and countries, and a theatre of resistance for
women and athletes of colour once excluded from the show. Illuminated with dazzling
vignettes from over a century of Olympic competition - this stunningly researched history
captures the excitement of sporting brilliance and the kaleidoscopic experience of the
Games. It shows us how this sporting spectacle has come to reflect the world we hope to
inhabit and the one we actually live in. If you want to know about the ancient Olympic
games, ask someone who was there! Who better to ask than Tethys, the grandmother of
all the Greek gods. The Greek gods gather on Mount Olympus to watch the games taking
place on Earth below. Like any typical family, they revive old rivalries, pick out their
favourite competitors, and vie for the best view. Called upon to answer their questions
and resolve their squabbles, Grandmother Tethys soothes and distracts them with stories
about How the Olympic Games Came To Be. Prompted by the sporting events the gods
have been watching down below, these tales reveal the mythical rivalries and adventures
of both gods and mortals that inspired the very first Olympic competitions. The gripping
text is accompanied by illustrations inspired by ancient Greek objects and designs in the
British Museum. Collection of anecdotes and facts relating to Olympic events and the
athletes performing in them. The author is an Olympic gold medallist. Make the most of
your 2020 Olympic adventure! If you dream of traveling to the Olympic games but feel
overwhelmed by the thought of a trip to Japan, then Tokyo 2020 Olympics For Dummies
is for you. Hundreds of thousands of international travelers will arrive in Tokyo for the
next Olympics to share in the worldwide camaraderie and watch world-class athletes in
33 sports. This book is your complete authority on how to join in! Learn about travel
options, safety, customs, and facts about the Olympic Games. Tokyo is an amazing
destination, and you’ll be prepared for the voyage of a lifetime with knowledge of
Japanese culture and trip planning tips. Plan your trip to the 2020 Olympic Games in
Tokyo, Japan Be prepared with tips on Japanese culture, customs, language, and more
Learn about how the Olympic Games are structured to make the best of your time Stay
stress free and have fun with international travel advice and Olympic facts! As you
prepare for your once-in-a-lifetime excursion, keep this guide within easy reach!
Shooting sports have been included at every Summer Olympic Games since the birth of
the modern Olympic movement at the 1896 Summer Olympics except at the 1904 and
1928 games. Early competitions included some events now regarded as unusual, such as
live pigeon shooting in 1900; dueling in 1906 and 1908; and numerous events restricted
to military weapons. After the 1900 games, the pigeons were replaced with clay targets.
In 1907, the International Shooting Sport Federation came into existence and brought
some standardizations to the sport. Shooting events were held in 1908, 1912, 1920 and
1924. When shooting was reintroduced in 1932, it consisted of two events. From this, the
number of events have increased steadily until reaching the 2000-2004 maximum of
seventeen events. The 2008 games had only fifteen. Events marked as "Men's" were
nominally open events from 1968 until 1980 (and in shotgun events until 1992), although
very few women competed in them. For instance, only five women competed at the 1980
Moscow Olympics, while the next Summer Olympics in Los Angeles, which introduced



women-only events, featured 77 female competitors. This book contains an international
collection of essays by leading philosophers of sport on the ethics and philosophy of the
Olympic Games. The essays consider a range of topics including critical reflections on
nationalism and internationalism within the Olympic movement, sexism in Olympic
marketing and sponsorship, the preservation and corruption of Olympism, the underlying
ideology of the Olympic Games, the inequalities of perception in ability and disability as
it informs our understanding of the Olympic and Paralympic Games, and comparisons
between ancient and modern interpretations of the meaning and significance of the
Olympic Games. This book will be of interest to historians, philosophers, and sociologists
of sports, as well as to the sporting public who simply want to know more about the
grounding ideas behind the greatest show on earth. This book was originally published as
a special issue of Sport, Ethics and Philosophy. The 1908 Olympic Games were
controversial. There was almost constant bickering among the American team and the
British officials. Because of the controversies, the 1908 Olympics have been termed “The
Battle of Shepherd’s Bush,” referring to the site of the Olympic Stadium. Reports of the
1908 Olympics have been rare and do not for instance contain full results for archery,
track and field athletics, football (soccer), gymnastics, motorboating and shooting. A
great deal of new information has been discovered by the authors, and this work gives
complete results for all events. The information presented is based primarily on 1908
sources. For the first time, definitive word on the sites, dates, events, competitors, and
nations as well as the event results are available for all of the 1908 Olympic events,
including boxing, cycling, diving, fencing, field hockey, lacrosse, polo, raquets,
swimming, lawn tennis, tug-of-war, weightlifting, wrestling and yachting, among other
sports. A series of appendices include rarely seen information about the many
controversies surrounding the Games. Britain and the Olympic Games, 1908-1920
focuses upon the presentation and descriptions of identity that are presented through the
depictions of the Olympics in the national press. This book breaks Britain down into its
four nations and presents the debates that were present within their national press. The
hosting of major sporting events can be a key tool in the development of cities and
countries around the world. If carried out effectively these events can not only bring
prestige to an area but can leave the local population with a legacy of improved
infrastructure and facilities. Managing Major Sports Events: Theory and Practice is a
complete introduction to the principles and practical skills that underpin the running and
hosting of major sports events, from initial bid to post-event legacy. The book draws
closely on the authors’ personal practical experiences of day-to-day management during
the 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver, now widely regarded as the gold standard of
Olympic organisation. Drawing on the latest research from across multiple disciplines, it
covers every key area in the event management process, including: Bidding, leadership
and planning Venue implementation Communications (e.g., media, marketing and
sponsorship, technology) Functional area considerations (e.g., sport, protocol, security
and risk management) Games-time considerations Ceremonies Legacy and sustainability.
Each chapter contains a unique combination of theory, practical decision-making
exercises and case studies of major sports events from around the world, helping students
and practitioners alike to understand and prepare for the reality of executing major events



on an international scale. A companion website includes self-test quizzes and flashcards
for students, links to 110 useful websites, 173 summary slides, plus 45 essay questions
and extended decision-making exercises for lecturers. Managing Major Sports Events:
Theory and Practice is an essential textbook for any course on sports event management
or international sports management and an invaluable resource for all sport management
researchers and professionals. Funny and sometimes shocking stories behind the scenes
of major sports events are revealed for the first time in this unusual book. Alex Cheng,
president of a company in California that was the North American distributor for Omega
Sports Timing, shares his observations in a candid and casual style. His company,
Seagull, Inc., was involved in timing systems and scoreboards for the Olympics in
Montreal and Lake Placid, Pan Am Games in Mexico City, Commonwealth Games in
Edmonton, the Canada Games and many events in skiing, swimming, track and field, car
racing, horse racing, rodeos, boat racing, skateboard races, firemen's musters and other
sports. This book is sheer entertainment for anyone interested in a variety of sports from a
new perspective or how a small company coped with a somewhat frenetic business. At
the same time, you will learn fascinating sports facts that will impress your friends. For
example: - Did you know runners are timed to 1/100 of a second based on the first part of
the torso crossing the line? How is this decided with absolute accuracy? - Did you know
the Montreal Olympics main stadium faced a grid lock of construction cranes and was
only half finished when the Games began? And this is common with many Olympics! -
Did you know the beeping count-down clock next to skiers about to start their race has
nothing to do with their actual start time? - Have you wondered what it was like in the
hockey stadium on the night of the "Miracle on Ice" victory in Lake Placid? - Do you
know why Olympic style sailboat racing is amazingly similar to barrel racing in rodeos?
(You won't find this anywhere else!) Master's Thesis from the year 2014 in the subject
Communications - Public Relations, Advertising, Marketing, Social Media, grade: 7.5,
Leeds Metropolitan University (Carnagie), course: Masters in Event Management,
language: English, abstract: The major purpose of this study is to analyse the major
impact that an Olympic Games ceremony has on the branding of a city and of a nation,
looking to take the current level of research and improving on this with an enhanced
analysis of the subject using a case study approach. The study has focused on one main
research question. What is the impact of an Olympic Ceremony on the image of a host
city? This question was further explored with three core components which were
analysed and which included the discovery of the extent to which an Olympic Games
ceremony could help to create an image of a specific city / country, the importance
ascribed to Olympic Games ceremonies and how they are deemed to be vital in leading to
rising tourist numbers as well as a consideration of the major short and long-term socio-
economic impacts of an Olympic Games ceremony on a host city. When Katie Taylor
was chosen to bear the Irish flag at the opening ceremony of the London Olympics, the
pressure was on for her to deliver gold for Ireland when she stepped into the boxing ring.
It was the first time that the Olympics had included women's boxing as one of its events,
and she knew she had to deliver - especially as she had campaigned for this chance. She
had won four World Amateur Championship titles since 2006, but this was the biggest
tournament of he career. Taylor reveals how she trained and prepared for the Olympics,



and explains what got her into boxing in the first place. A committed Christian,she
trusted in her faith to see her through the toughest challenges. With the whole nation
willing her on, and her home town of Bray having ground to a halt, on 9 August she
fulfilled her Olympic dream, winning gold in a close-fought contest. And Ireland
celebrated with her. Taylor relives these glorious moments, and looks back on the
triumph that changed her life forever. It is a special story from a truly remarkable woman.
In the second half of the twentieth century, the Olympics played an important role in the
politics of the Cold War and was part of the conflicts between the Capitalist Block, the
Socialist Block and Third World countries. The Games of the New Emerging Forces
(GANEFO) is one of the best examples of the politicization of sport and the Olympics in
the Cold War era. From the 1980s onward, the Olympics has facilitated communication
and cooperation between nations in the post–Cold War era and contributed to the
formation of a new world order. In August 2016, the Games of the XXXI Olympiad were
held in Rio de Janeiro, making Brazil the first South American country to host the
Summer Olympics. This was widely regarded as a new landmark event in the history of
the modern Olympic movement. From the GANEFO to Rio, the Olympic Games have
witnessed the shifting balance in international politics and world economy. This book
aims at understanding the transformation of the Olympics over the past decades and tries
to explain how the Olympic movement played its part in world politics, the world
economy and international relations against the background of the rise of developing
countries. The chapters in this book were published as a special issue in The International
Journal of the History of Sport. King Gustaf V of Sweden inaugurated the Fifth Olympiad
at the Olympic Stadium in Stockholm on July 6, 1912. In the following weeks, 2,380
competitors from 27 nations representing six continents participated in well-organized
competitions in perfect weather conditions. The largest Olympics yet at the time, the
Stockholm Games have thus gone down in history as the Sunshine Olympics, or "the
Swedish Masterpiece." Since that achievement, and despite numerous attempts by other
Swedish cities, Sweden has not yet managed to host the Olympic Games again. This
work examines the 1912 Stockholm Olympics from a variety of perspectives, exploring
the preparations, organization, competitions, participants, and spectators, as well as the
continuing significance of the 1912 Games to Sweden and to the future of the Olympic
movement. Explains why cities dig deep in their pockets to host the Olympics and
countries breed teams for success on the world soccer stage.
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